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Heraclitus Ridens : 
1 A. 


| A Dialogue between Feft. and Earneft, concerning the Times. 


Curlday, April the yeh. 1682. 


S for the Hat and Cane that Dick 

Implement talks of in his laft, let 

’em e’en take the firft and pre- 
“Sone fent-it%to Abfzlom to cover and 
prote& his Brains, and let the Staff be given to 
old Achitopbél > and let him underftand that his 
Caufe as: well as his Carcafe are not of them- 
felves fuppertable. 

Earn, ‘You would not be fo frdlickfom, if you 
had been-teiz’d as ‘Ihave been with all the Bug- 
bear words ‘that have ‘frighted the People out of 
their fenfes, fuch as, true Patriot, true Englifhman, 
true:Proteitant; Wifdom of the Nation, Property, Ar- 
bitrary Power, aind'the Lord knows what: 

Jet. Why fo? VP have many a time’ endured 
the noife ‘of our Roguy: Parrot that fcreams, 
A Quater, a Quaker; a Querr, and Walk, knave, 
walk; ‘Now:1 know thofe prating People know 
no more what their woids mean than this chat- 
tering’Animal. But they aie both taught. As I 
remember, when the late Petitions were firft fet 
on foot, I-met with a fober Blade on other fide 
Sixty, and ask’d him whether he had fign’d the 
Petition ; he faid he had: whereupon’ I defired 
to know what was in it, and how “twas-worded ? 
Lackaday, cries he, my Neighbour ——— who is a 
forewd man, fays tis for the ‘publick Good; and this 


Felt. 


was’ all could be got out of many of the Subfcri- ° 


bers. So rhat it might be, for ought they knew, a 
Projet for altering the breadth of Pet-lids, or a 
Petition that a Parber might be elected to rofin the 
Whiskers. of the Giants at Guild-Hall, as well as 
an Addi efs for the fitting of the Parliament. Tis 
only like’the Word in a Camp to diftinguith fides, 
and mott of ’«m talk fuch words, as I told gou, 
like our Parrot without underftanding. 

Earn? Nay, 1 believe Pell has no more averfion 
for Quakers or Knaves than for any other fort of 
People. But what are the Teachers that fill their 
heads with this babble? 

Felt. O, they have an Oracle to confult, to the 
Anfwers ‘of which they give implicit Affent. Jutt 
fuch another as that of Delphos, whofe Refponfes 
were ambiguous always, and diftructive and its 
Reputation kept up by fome ignorant Whig- 
Prielts ; but only in this they differ, that Old Nick 
did there make ule of a Tool of threé-legs, the 
famous Tripus, but theirs 15 be-lege’d all round. 

Earn. All sound man! It one have but a kind 


ofa knee upon ones back, at London every body 
calls him’ My Lord, What would they call this,’ I 
wonder, that has leggs all round ? 

Fef. Honeft men call it ill names, and Whigs 
adore it. 

Earn. So much then for the Demon. But fince 
be mutt defign fomething by thefe words, howe- 
ver unthinking his little Votaries are, pray un- 
riddle bis meaning, if you can. 

Fe. Why, as for true Patriot, . true Englifbman; 
true Proteftant, and the reft of the Trues which the 
Whigs fo often fpeak, one would think ’twere no 
more than true blew, true ftick of wood, true toper 
and the like. Now according to this Oradea 
true Patriot is indeed a pretended Lover . of- his 
Countrey; but then he muft diftinguith between 
that and his King, a difcrimination, contrary to 
Nature and Policy, and which none but Fools a- 
gree to and _w cked Encmies to both do infinuate; 
A trae Englifbman mutt not fignifie, as formerly. 
one that’s Valiant, Loyal, Generous; but a ques 
rulous, malap rt, factious Fellow, one that makes, 
out the Proverb, 4 true Englifbman that never knows 
when a thing’s well. And a tue Proteftant is any man 
that talks againft Popcry, ’tis no matter though 
he d. ny the Trinity, Chrift, God, forthe Socini- 
ans, Quakers, and Atheifts are accounted now as 
true Protcftants as the beft. 

Earn. As for the nxt; thatis, The Wifdom of 

' ; ot 
the Nation, 1 well wot without enquiring of you, 
they mean the Houle of Commons. 

Jot. With all due refpe& to that auguft Af- 
fembly, that’s fomewhat like the Scholar fpoken 
of, I think,/by Hierocles, who having a Houfe to 
fell, brokg’ a piece of Mortar out of one of the 
Walls fd putting, i¢ into his Pocket, went forth 
to {e€k.a Chapman, and when he met with any 
body that ask’d about the fummnefs and, beauty of 
the Tenement, he pulld out his Mortar, and Look 
ye, Sir, quoth he, you may fee the ftrength and fair- 
nefS of my Houfe in this fample of it. There is 
very much of Chance in Eleétions; Wife and 
good Men are not always rich, and feldom popu- 
lar in ill times 5 Mulcitudes go not always by Rea- 
fon, but are often led by | reyudices or Obligations, 
which rarely direct their judgments aright. 

Earn, True; and yct we never want enow to 
makeup a moff Honourable and fage Affcmbly, 
fo that Hiftorians tell of Healing Parliaments and a 

Par- 








¢ 


“+ Parliament shat soroughe Wonders, and the Lower 
-Houfe perhaps ever appear’d ‘to have more of the 
Wifdom of the Nation, than In,the days of Q. Eliz. 


not but that they fail’d often in theif Opinions. of 


things, but then théy had the difcretion to fuffes . 


themfelves to be put. the right by the Queen. _ 
Jet. That would have been deem’d a high 
breach.of Priviledg in our late times. 
Earn. From the beginning it was not fo. Tle 


give you but two inftances‘of the Prudence and . 


Loyalty of her Houfe of Commons, which with 
Refolution and Knowledg in that Queen gave fo 
great happinefs to thofe times; One Wentworth a 
‘great ftickler for the Presbyterian Difcipline , had 
‘with others prepared a Bilt for fetting the Succef- 
fion, defiring the Lords to join with them of the 
Lower Honfe in foliciting it with her Majcfty. But 
the Queen nie fooner heard of it, but the convenes 
- the Parties, cotnmands them to forbear the Par- 
iiament -aid.confiries *ern to their Lodgings, and 
not long after fends one of ’em tothe Tower, and 
the reft to the Fleet. In whofe behalf, when it 
was mov’d that the Houfe fhould become Sui- 
tors to her Majefty for their Releafe, it was an- 
fwered from the Queen, That ber Majefty bad com- 
mitted them for Caufes beft known to ber felf; and, 
that so pre? Her HighnefS with this Suit, would but 
binder thofe whofe good it fonght. That the Houfe 
muft not call the Qucen to an Account for what fhe 
did of ber Royal Authority. That the Canfes for 
which they are retrained may be bigh and dangerous. 
That Her Majefty liketh no fuch Queftions , neither 
did it become the Houfe to deal in fuch matters. Up- 
ov which words ( fays my Author) the Houfe 
defifted from interpofing any further in their be- 
half, bur icft chem wholly to the Queen, by whom 
Wentworth was continued Prifoner for fome years 
after. 

Jef. Without fnapping one Priviledg, Ple war- 
rant. 

Earn. No, all were fatisfied and all were hap- 
py. The other inftance is of one Morrice, who 
propofed to the Commons a Regulation ( as he 
would call it ) of Ecclefiaftical Courts, which had 
lain hard upon the bluftring Preachers of thofe 
tim<s; whom he call’d Godly and. painful Mini- 
fters. 

Felt. Sacha fort of painful Fellows as our Hick 
that voids Pamphlets fo faft, and fo fillily, that 
the World are in donbt whether they are the ef- 
fect of a factious humour or downright Mad- 
nels. 

Earn. Prethee Ict him alone. This Morrice, as 
I told you, offering Bills in that way, the Queen 
had notice of it and fent for the Speaker, and 
commanded him to deliver this Meflage to the 
Houle, That it mas wholly in ber Power te call, to 
determine, to affent, or diffent , to any thing done in 
Parliament. That the caling of this; was only that 
the Majefly of God might be more religioufly obferved, 
by. compeling, with fome hap Laws, fuch as neg- 
le that Service; and, that the fafety of ber Maje- 
{ties Perfon, and the Realm might be provided for : 
" That it was not meant they foould meddle with mat- 
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ters of State, or Canfes Ecclefiaftical : That fhe 

wondered that any fhonld attempt a thing fo contra~ 
ry to ber Commandment: and, that She was bighly 
offended at it : and finally, that it was ber pleafure, 


That no Bill tonching any midtters of State, or for 
the Reformation of Caufes Ecclefiaftical, fhould be 
there exbibited. On the delivery of which Mef- 
fage Morrife is {aid to have been feized on in the 

‘Houfe by aSerjeant at-Arms; but however, {eized 

he was;and committed Prifoner , kept for fome 

years in Tuthury Cattle, difcharged from his Office 

in the Dutchy, and difabled from any PraCtice in 

his-Profefion as a6SCommon Lawyer. 

“+ Feft. Well, and could any thing be a greater 

Priviledg and Proteétion.to Subjeéts than to have 

the, Prince vetted with this juft Pregogative of 
curbing the malapertnefs.of thofe men who would 

be peering, into his Secrets, anticipating his Re- 

folutions, and over-turning Eftablifiments as an- 

cient as themfelves, at pheafure 2 ; One Conftitus 

tion, I fuppofe, is not altered fince’ that time, 

though a mild difcontinuance of thofe vigorous 

methods that kept the Government tight'; and 

the Enemiesof it low and feeble, afterwards gave 

opportunity to thofe Villains who had long been 

pecking at its Foundation,to work their ends. 

Earn, 1 cannot deny but there has been Pare. 
mentum indotium and Parlamentum infanum sand: 
our Fathers have {een a Parliament by whofe y- 
furped Power were acted the greatcft Villanies 
that ever the Sun faw. And I cannot difprove 
the pofhibility of, fuch things being again broughe 
about by men of the fame Principles, if cate were 
not taken. 

Fe. Then you are alfo of opinion, that the 
Howfe of Commons does not always confift of the 
Wifdom, i.e. the wifett men, of the Nation. 

Earn. No, in the cafes laft mention’d *twould be 
a Scandal to the Nation to fay fo. Nothing can 
properly be called the Wifdom of the Nation, but ous 
excellent Laws, 

Fet. So much then for that. Bat now we have 
ftay’d fo long upon thefe two, that we hall not 
have Popery and Arbitrary Power difcours’d on at 
all; but leave matters as you did laft time, when 
you began with an Account of the feveral Whig- 
Plots and Confpiracies that have happen’d fince the 
Reformation, and yet gave a Relation but of one. 

Earn. We may refume either when . pleafe. 

Ours. 


Laft Heraclitus, pag.2.col. 1. for 1672. read't5§72. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Whiggifh Plot being like to be defeated by 
the Difcovery of the late Rebellions Affociation, 
Several True Proteftants abous Smithfield pretend to 
Sell their Buff-Coats, becaufe the City may be well e- 
nough guarded, in their Opinion, by any tatter’d Fel~ 
lowes. You may enquire of a Inbberly Brandy-fac'd 
Ale-draper thereabouts, or of bis Woman in bis abfence, 
and know further. 


